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SIX FLAGS GIVES 
CYCLONE A ‘TWIST’ 


WINTRY WEATHER 


A NARROW ESCAPE 


State: GEMA calls 
response a ‘SUCCESS.’ 


Roads: Commutes 
slowed by mass exodus. 


Schools: Students sent 
home early Friday. 


Jack Richerson, 10, throws a snowball in the direction of his father while heading inside of a Kroger during a steady snowfall in Brookhaven 
Friday. ALYSSA POINTER / ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM 


Snowfall surpasses 
predictions; traffic 
annoys commuters. 


By Meris Lutz, 
Johnny Edwards 
and Greg Bluestein 


Metro Atlanta averted another 
traffic disaster from a few inches 
of snow — but just barely. 

Friday’s winter storm had all 
the ingredients for a sequel to the 
region’s “Snowjam ‘14,” when a 
mere 2.6 inches of snow para- 
lyzed the region and turned the 
area into a national laughingstock. 

By early afternoon, snowfall had 
already surpassed predictions. 
Schools suddenly announced they 
would close early. Parents, com- 
muters and school buses poured 
onto the roads all at once, turning 
GPS road maps red with gridlock. 

But just when the elements 
of crisis appeared to converge, 
a break in the weather allowed 
roads to clear and state and local 
officials to breathe a sigh of relief. 


Snow continued on A8 


Dozens of aircraft queue up for departure in the snow at the 


airport. Snow caused flight delays. BoB ANDRES / BANDRES@AJC.COM 


Icy road conditions expected to remain today 
Motorists should expect icy conditions on metro Atlanta roads this 
morning as the effects of the winter storm linger. 
Georgia Department of Transportation spokeswoman Natalie 
Dale said crews will start spreading brine on interstate highways 
at 7 p.m. Friday and work overnight. They'll also apply rock salt on 
secondary highways and will plow state roads as needed. 
Dale said the agency has “all hands on deck from the metro area 


north?” 


“Tomorrow, our biggest concern is black ice; she said. 
Dale urged motorists to stay off the roads today, if possible. That’s 
partly for their own safety and partly to make it easier for GDOT to 


clear the roads. 


Districts change plans 
as slippery roads 
prompt early dismissal. 


By Marlon A. Walker 
marlon.walker@ajc.com 


Students at Mary McLeod 
Bethune Middle School in south 
DeKalb County were supposed to 
be released from school at 1:30 
Friday, prompted by the steadily 
falling mix of snow and rain seen 
across metro Atlanta. 

Buses were still pulling up a 
half hour after the scheduled 
early dismissal. 

DeKalb and other metro dis- 
tricts changed plans in the middle 
of the school day as snow began 
sticking to grass and surfaces 
around metro Atlanta. Weather 
intel — and road conditions — had 
initially told a different story, sev- 
eral school district leaders said 
about their abrupt decisions to 
change course. 

In a region still known for 
its poor response to a 2014 ice 
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AT THE GOLD DOME 


Sexual harassment review ordered by Ga. 


Panel created amid 
nationwide allegations. 


By Mark Niesse 
mark.niesse@ajc.com 


The leaders of the Georgia 
House and Senate are re-eval- 


uating how they handle sexual 
harassment at the state Capitol 
in response to nationwide alle- 
gations of inappropriate conduct 
by politicians and media figures. 

House Speaker David Ralston 
and Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle recently 
created a subcommittee to review 
internal rules for elected officials’ 


behavior. 

The subcommittee, made up of 
three senators and three represen- 
tatives, includes just one woman: 
its chairwoman, House Speaker 
Pro-Tem Jan Jones, R-Milton. 

Ralston said the General Assem- 
bly’s rules allow “zero tolerance” 
for sexual harassment, but they 


lawmakers 


could be improved. He said he’s 
unaware of any complaints filed 
against state representatives or 
lobbyists since he took leader- 
ship of the House in 2010. 

“I can assure you that if those 
issues surface, they’Il be dealt with 


Review continued on A6 


ECONOMY 


U.S. jobs 
up; jobless 
rate holds 
steady 


Report on robust hiring 
underscores economy’s 
growing momentum. 


By Christopher Rugaber 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — U.S. employ- 
ers added a substantial 228,000 
jobs in November, a sign of the 
job market’s enduring strength 
in the economy’s ninth year of 
expansion, and the unemploy- 
ment rate held at a 17-year low 
of 4.1 percent. 

Friday’s jobs report from the 
government made clear that the 
U.S. economy is on firm foot- 
ing and is likely benefiting from 
more resilient global growth, with 
all major economies across the 
world expanding in tandem for 
the first time in a decade. 

Over the past six months, U.S. 
economic growth has exceeded 
an annual rate of 3 percent, the 
first time that’s happened since 
2014. Consumer confidence has 
reached its highest level since 
2000. And employers have added 
jobs for 86 straight months, a 
record streak. 

“It’s a surprisingly strong report 
given the age of the recovery,” 
said Jed Kolko, chief economist 
at the job listing website Indeed. 
“After 86 months, we’re still see- 
ing strong payroll gains.” 

In many cases, in fact, employ- 
ers say they’re struggling to find 
enough qualified workers to hire. 


Jobs continued on A6 


METRO, B1 
Chargesin|-85 fire 
likely willbe dropped 


Prosecutors agreed to transfer 
Basil Eleby’s case to one of Fulton 
County’s accountability courts. 


METRO, B1 
Vogtle’s fate may be 
settled by year’s end 


Recent corporate tax reforms could 
prompt a decision on the plant’s 
fate faster than earlier anticipated. 
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